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NECESSITY FOR SPECIAL TRAINING OF 
SELECTED MISSIONARY STUDENTS. 





My remarks apply solely to India, Further and Nearer, China, and 
the Extreme Orient. The simple, Godfearing, earnest, Missionary 
will for another Century be sufficient to preach the Gospel among 
the uncultured Races of Africa, Oceania, and North and South 
America, and in the wilder parts of India, China, and Japan ; 
a practical knowledge of Christ and His Gospel will be sufficient 
to those Missionaries, who labour in the rural Districts. 

We must remember in starting, that the great Races of Eastern 
Asia are of no mean capacity: although the English found them 
to a certain extent fallen intellectually some eighty years ago, 
they are the heirs of a much older Civilization than any Nation in 
Europe or North America, and their ancestors have left a Literature 
in many Languages equal to that of the Greeks and the Romans. 
My primary interest in, and acquaintance with, India induces me 
to place these remarks on paper. The Secular Schoolmaster has 
been abroad with the usual result, that in the Cities and Places 
of Education, among the Cultured Classes, analogous to those 
trained in European Universities, the younger generation has | 
awakened as from a dream. There is unrest: ‘‘there is a sound 
of a going in the forest’: the various Sabha, and Somaj, which 
are forming, indicate this. The Hindu knows, that he has a grand 
Past of many hundred Centuries, upon which to look back. How 
will this movement end? With the men of this generation from 
the West the issue will rest. 

I haye more than half a Century studied the Religions, and 
Languages, of India, living among the people, speaking several of 
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their Languages as my own, and frequenting their places of 
worship. I. have also studied their Religious Books, and secular 
Literature. For more than twenty Centuries they have inhabited 
the same Regions, have erected gigantic Monuments, founded 
mighty Kingdoms, written wondrous volumes in Prose and Verse, 
and are still in the same country, while the dwellers in the Nile- 
Valley and Mesopotamia have long fallen from their greatness and 
been forgotten, and the little tribe of the Hebrews, of which there 
has been so much talk in Medieval Europe, never had any 
greatness to fall from. The new Missionary must lay aside insular 
and egotistic ideas of the great Races of the Orient being savages 
or even barbarians ; they may indeed wonder, how it has happened, 
that under the Divine Dispensation no Apostle or Prophet ever 
visited them, though so long as we believe, that God loved the 
whole world, hated nothing that He had made, and would not that 
any one should perish, we can only be silent and wonder, why these 
great and noble Races had never until this Century the chance of 
being converted. The instructed Missionary should banish from 
his mind all feeling of contempt and hatred, and consider the 
_ problem, how after so many years of torpor, the cultured Members 
of these Races are asking, What is the Truth? and How is a man 
to be saved after Death ? 

The Missionary is supposed to have acquired, or to be in the 
way of acquiring, the Vernacular of the people: he must now 
study their Religious and Social Customs, not from the prejudiced 
books of narrow-minded writers of the last generation, but from 
the full accounts now available, and the Books themselves. If 
he knew Latin and Greek at School, he will find no difficulty 
in acquiring Sanskrit and Arabic at College, and will be thankful 
in after life to have done so: but Translations of the Sacred Books 
supply to the younger generation that knowledge, which their 
predecessors had to work out in the original, or to live on in 
ignorance. 

Lhe object, to which the Missionary has devoted his life, is to 
convert Souls to a Belief in Christ Jesus, and to obedience to His 
Precepts. Let him satisfy himself by reading these excellent Books 
written on the subject, that that form of Religion, known as 
Christian, is not only the best, very best, because it happens to be 
the Religion of his own particular country and people, for this is 
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merely prejudice, and the Hindu and Mahometan think the same 
with regard to their own form of belief, but it is the best, the very 
best, because, after a careful examination of the Religious Tenets 
of all the Book-Religions of the World, the calm and unprejudiced 
judgment comes to the conviction, that it is the only one, that 
meets the wants of the whole Human Race. Christ Jesus came in 
the fulness of time at a period in Human History, when the portion 
of mankind, whom He addressed, were no longer Barbarians or, 
lower still, Savages. He came to a world, which had past 
experience of many forms of Religious Belief, There were the 
Nature-Worships, or, as they are called scientifically, ‘ Animistic 
Conceptions’; the great Book-Religions with hereditary Priest- 
hoods; and in some cases the curse of extreme Intolerance, lending 
itself to the bitter Persecution of those who could not agree. 

Let me illustrate my meaning by a story well known in my . 
youth. A Scotch Missionary of great power and faith allowed 
himself to utter words to this effect to an assembly of Indian 
people: ‘‘ You are an ignorant degraded people, and you do not 
‘know what you worship: the form of Religion, which I bring 
“to you, is that, which is accepted by all the learned and wise 
‘neople of Europe, and, if you are well advised, you will accept 
“it.” I myself heard a Missionary of a few years’ experience 
tell a crowd in the streets, that ‘their gods were only dung, 
the dung of the streets.” How different was the mode adopted 
by Paul the Apostle in addressing the people of Athens! What 
an ignorance did these English Missionaries show of the secret 
fibres, which wind round the Human heart, and bind it to the 
Religion of former generations! A humble-minded Hindu would 
admit, ‘it is possible, that my form of Religion is not the best, 
but I learned it at the feet of my parents and grandparents.” Let 
no words of abuse of the form of Religion of Ancient Races pass 
the lips of the true Servant of God: reserve abuse for moral 
lapses, and heinous sins, and when such lapses and sins are 
intertwined with an ancient Religion, be pitiful and merciful. 
Nothing but the action of the Holy Spirit can work a conversion 
of the Soul. 

I pass under review the subject, on which the selected 
Missionary should be instructed by courses of Lectures, or private 
Reading. 
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Ancient Renicions or tHe Wortp sritt Livine, 
REPRESENTED BY SacreD Books, 


I. Brahmanism. 
Il. Zoroastrianism. 
II. Judaism. 

IV. Buddhism. 

V. Jainism. 

VI. Confucianism. 
VII. Taouism. 
VIII. Shintoism. 


On all these forms of Worship or Dogma there are available 
excellent Manuals. Of course a Missionary’s particular Region 
for his Life-labour is selected for him by the Parent Committee, 
and this will include only a certain number of those Religious 
Conceptions entered in this List. Of these, Buddhism and 
Confucianism are practically Atheistical, and to Buddhism must 
be conceded the honour of being the first Universal Religion of 
the Human Race. All others were restricted to a particular Race 
or Country. It is strange, that Judaism should not have expanded, 
but the Jews never in past, or present, times sent out Missionaries 
for the purpose of conveying knowledge on Spiritual things to their 
neighbours: they only cared for themselves. 

The doom is written on every one of these Ancient Religious 
Conceptions: they belonged to another Epoch of the Human Race; 
they have lost whatever spiritual vitality they may have had 
Centuries ago, and are mere empty forms. But in their place 
all over Asia are springing up new forms of Religious Conceptions, 
with which the Missionary Student must make himself acquainted. 
There are two Categories : 

The old Religious Conceptions purified, refined, and adapted to 
the environment of a Civilized Society. 


I. Islam, with its latest Evolution, Babiism. 
II. Neo-Judaism. 
III. Neo-Hinduism. 
IV. Neo-Zoroastrianism. 
V. Neo-Buddhism. 
VI. Neo-Confucianism. 
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None of these are precisely in the same state, in which they 
were before they came into contact with European Culture, but 
they are essentially Conceptions, built on old Conceptions belonging 
to an earlier period of the Human Race. The contact with 
Europe has saved them from the fate of the older Religions of 
the world, which I now enumerate : 


I. Egyptian. 
If. Babylonian. 
IIT. Assyrian. 
IV. Greco-Roman. 
V. Teutonic, Keltic, Slavonic. 
VI. Etruscan. 
VII. Old Semitic. 


The thoughtful Missionary, who recognizes the solemn importance, 
and overwhelming difficulty, of the Conversion of Souls, which is 
his Life’s object, may find serious room for reflection, when he 
examines the lists supplied of Extinct Religious Conceptions, and 
Reformed Religious Conceptions, showing unmistakably, that there 
is Evolution of the Human Intellect, which has to be dealt with ; 
but what will he think when he examines the list of Modern 
Religious Conceptions, the creatures of the Nineteenth Century. 
I give them below: 


I. Mormonism. 
II. Theosophy. 
III. Hau Hau, Te Kooti, Tu Whiti, of New Zealand. 
IV. Brahmoism. 
V. Positivism, or Comteism, the Religion of Humanity. 
VI. Agnosticism. 
VII. Unitarianism. 
VIII. Theism. 


The Relation of the Soul of Man to God is one of the deepest 
interest, and ever must be, and a yast series of phenomena have 
developed themselves since History began. The enlightened 
Missionary has to consider this, and despise no fellow-creature 
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for feeling after God, if haply he can find Him, for unless the 
Gospel-Message, as delivered by Christ in His short sojourn of three 
years, is accepted ex animo, the poor foolish Human Race must 
grope on in darkness, or go after some shadow, or fall into some 
such delusion, as is represented in the last list of Modern Religious 
Conceptions. It will not escape notice, that these are accompanied 
by the highest Morality, and as a rule the fact of the “Silence of 
God” since His Son appeared in the World in the form of Man 
has never received attention. No pretences are held out now of 
Miracles, Prophecy, Augury, Theophanies, Divine Voices, Visions, 
Dreams, Angels, or Messages from the Dead, Thunder and Lightning, 
and Comets. This change indicates a prodigious advance in the 
Religious Idea ; and betwixt the date of the appearance of Jesus 
Christ and the preceding ages there is a vast gulf, marking an 
epoch in the annals of the Human Race. 

We must recollect, that the Godless State-Colleges of British 
India, which are a necessity of our political position in that country, 
make a clean sweep of the Religious Idea in any form, though not 
in any degree of the Morality, which is the outcome of the more 
elevated forms of Religion. The late Archbishop of Canterbury 
once remarked in my hearing at a great Religious gathering, that 
we should take heed not to drive the Conception of the Supernatural 
out of the young of any non-Christian people before we were ready 
to plant a substitute in the place of the old and worn-out and 
imperfect Conceptions. Hundreds of young men annually leave 
the State-College with their intellect as entirely swept clean of the 
Supernatural as cold History, stern Logic, and Physical Science, can 
make it. 

Clever young men, pious middle-aged men, holy and reverend old 
men, stand up and make the most astounding statements in favour 
of some of the new Religious Conceptions, sometimes in the 
English, sometimes in the Native Languages, neither violent, nor 
abusive, nor immoral, and there are not wanting English women, 
who feel themselves called upon to do the same. They use no hard 
words, nor make use of the familiar expressions of ‘teaching of 
Satan,” etc., etc.; for the age of miracles being past, it is a matter 
of pure reason, and we require Christian champions trained for 
such contests, full of Faith, utterimg words of Wisdom, of Reason, 
of Love, and Pity. 
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The English may lose India, but that does not follow, that in 
consequence of a political change, the people of India should lose 
Christ, if only we give timely freedom and independence to the 
Native Churches, and set the old Native Pastors free from the 
control of the young White Missionary fresh from Europe. It 
may be a dream, but looking forward into the Twentieth Century, 
I seem with the eye of Faith to see, studying in one of the State- 
Colleges in British India, a lad, reserved to make a mark in the 
Christian Church of India. 


‘¢ Non sine Diis animosus infans.”’ 


Sanctified like Jeremiah to be a Prophet unto the Nations, he will 
be learned in all the accumulated Wisdom of his Hindu forefathers, . 
their wealth of Ritual, Philosophy, and Poetry; their feeling after 
God during the course of many Centuries, if haply they could find 
Him; their tangled maze of Divine Incarnations, to save mankind ; 
their mystical Triads, their doctrine of Judgment after death, and 
Salvation by the power of a Saviour through the great instrument 
of Bhakti, or Faith; their sense of the great delusion, or Maya, 
which occupied all Human affairs ; their mystery of Metempsychosis, 
or Second Birth; their aspirations after Holiness; their dream of 
a remote and dim Future, when all would be absorbed in one great 
Essence. 

By the aid of those excellent Missionary Associations, which send 
out qualified men to grapple with the educated classes, as they 
leave the State-Colleges, this coming man will have studied the 
Hebrew and Greek Scriptures in their original Languages, and 
made them his own; and have compared with the originals the 
Translations into five or six Vernaculars of British India, spoken 
by Millions, and into Sanskrit itself: he would not in his studies 
have made use of the spectacles of European medieval prescription, 
but he would have absorbed into his intellect and conscience the 
tpsissima verba of Him, who spake like no other man; and he 
would haye pored over the wise, though Human, utterances of 
Paul, who knew nothing of his Master’s earthly pilgrimage, and 
of John the beloved, who accompanied Him from Jordan to the 
Cross and Mount Olivet. 

He will have heard nothing of all the folly and wickedness of 
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the Romish Church from Damasus to Leo X, and would wipe 
gently off the slate of History, in sympathy and pity, all the 
inconsistencies of German, Anglican, and Swiss Reformers, who 
could not get clear of the meshes of past ages, and who knew 
nothing of the world beyond the limits of the Roman Empire, and 
its Keltic and Teutonic Colonies. 

The world is now opened geographically, intellectually, and 
spiritually, and we know, that there were great men, through 
whose mouths a Power beyond that of men had spoken in sundry 
times and divers manners before Moses. The Father of Mankind 
did not forget any of His poor children during those dreary 
Centuries: He would not, that any one should perish, for He so 
loved the world, the whole world, that in the fulness of time 
He sent His Son to redeem them. Paul unmistakably felt this 
in his addresses at Athens and Lystra, but for him Buddha, and 
Kong-Fu-Tsee, and Zoroaster, and Socrates, and Plato, had lived, 
and given forth their immortal utterances in vain, and added 
nothing to his sum of Human Knowledge, which was that of 
a Pharisee and a Pharisee only. 

But the youth, whom we figure to our eye as holding the great 
fort of Divine and Human Knowledge in the Twentieth Century, 
will, in his armed intellectual strength, based on Oriental as well 
as Occidental Knowledge, have passed beyond the miserable 
limitations of the Schools of the Asiatic and European Brahmins ; 
will have marked how the great lines of Spiritual Thought, after 
wandering through those ages, had converged and settled in the 
Christian Conception, as given in the Gospels, and illustrated 
in the Epistles. Unassisted Human Wisdom could create nothing 
equal to, or desire anything better than, what was there propounded. 

To his enlightened vision the resemblance will be evident, though 
historically and intellectually entirely independent, betwixt the 
Tablets of Asoka, the Noble Way of Buddha, the precepts of 
Kong-Fu-Tsee, and the Sermon on the Mount, inasmuch as they 
are all based on Altruism as opposed to Egoism, and on unbounded 
Love to our fellow-creatures, and to the Creator no longer 
unknown. 

So also (I speak with reverence, and with bare feet standing 
on holy ground), he will ask whether, and why, his own great 
Race, counting by millions, were left since the earliest Centuries 
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out of touch with their Creator, who hated nothing that He had 
made. He will find a new meaning in the celebrated Hindu book, 
the ‘‘Ocean of Love,’ or Prema Sagara, where he identifies the 
word with the Greek word ’Ayary of Paul. He will cease to 
wonder at the Sanskrit myth of the Avatara, or Incarnation of 
the Supreme Deity, Krishna, becoming the object of Love to 
thousands, while each individual imagined, that he or she was 
the sole beloved of the Deity. In the wonderful Bhakti, or Faith, 
which was felt to that person of the Triad called the Preserver 
(Salvator), he will realize the meaning given by Paul to IMdozcs, 
Faith in One who could save beyond the grave. 

Is it too much to believe that, as there has been a Greek and 
Latin and Teutonic Christianity, agreeing in essentials, differing in 
details, so there shall come into existence an Oriental Christianity, - 
and Oriental Theology? This idea has been suggested by high 
Authority.. Our youth, a Hindu, can proudly look back to Centuries, 
during which he had remained the same even to this day. Two 
thousand years ago pious Chinese Buddhists crossed the frontier 
to visit India, and collect documents connected with Buddha: even 
then the Hindu Conception had given off a Branch, which developed 
into Buddhism, the most numerous in the world, while the Hindu 
Temples and worship remained unchanged. Centuries later Islam 
had invaded India, and held it in subjection for Centuries, but 
there was no change of the great Brahmanical Conception, into the 
folds of which thousands of the non-Arian Pagans voluntarily enter, 
as a great step up in the world of Culture and Civilization. Can 
it be, he would ask himself, that this mighty phenomenon of 
a Religious Conception, lasting thousands of years, came into 
existence without the Divine Will and Permission? He finds in 
History, that the Conception of Zoroaster and Kong-Fu-T'see go 
back to the same remote period, and are still alive. But he hears 
that the ancient Egyptian Conception, with its Isis and Osiris, had 
disappeared two thousand years ago, and its sacred books had 
vanished from Human handling, and contact with Human intellect. 
He hears that the ancient Conceptions of Mesopotamia had also 
totally disappeared under the soil, while the great Brahmanical 
Conception, strengthened rather than weakened by its sects, still 
numbered two hundred millions. He reads the burning lines in 
the ‘‘ Bhagavad Gita,” in which Krishna reveals to Arjuna great 
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mysteries in majestic and harmonious verse. He ponders over the 
contents of the wondrous ‘‘ Ramayana,” which tells of a Prince, 
who abandoned a throne to please his Father, and enable him to 
keep his oath; who went into the wilderness alone, except with 
his faithful wife, to contend against the enemies of the Human 
Race, and save mankind. He is described as pure, holy, chaste, 
with the great gift of Self- sacrifice in the cause of Duty; and 
year by year the great story is acted, as an undying pageant, in 
every large Indian town, amidst smiling and weeping crowds. 

All these wonderful Sacred Books and Sacred Poems have survived 
the wreck of ages, and are available to us in our Language, and 
to the educated classes of India in their Languages: they are 
dimly known now, but in the Twentieth Century, an Epoch of 
enlightenment, and Education, Public Press, and meeting together 
of Natives, they will be taught in the Schools, and talked over in 
the market-place : it cannot be but that a new Socrates, a new 
Paul, a new Hypatia, will appear, and the humble and impartial 
observer will recognize the presence of God in all the ages, at some 
periods unseen, at others only dimly seen, or seen through false 
Human intellectual lenses, but in these last days seen through His 
Son, when the great Plan of Universal Salvation was worked out. 

The ordinary Missionary, unless he wishes to remain a dumb dog, 
acquires the Vernacular or Vulgar Dialect of the people. I have 
often listened to Sermons in the Native Language, and no member 
of the European Community equals the Missionary in command of 
the Vernaculars, though I have, to my disgust, met dumb dogs 
after a residence of several years. It may be broadly stated, that 
any Language in the World can be mastered for speaking purposes, 
where too much grammatical rigour is not required, in twelve 
months. I speak from experience, and such extent of knowledge 
by no means indicates a Scholar, but a competent Evangelist as far 
as speaking goes. But something more is required of the trained 
Missionary, whose Ideal I have before me: he must have some 
fundamental idea of Linguistics in general, and some detailed idea 
of the Languages of his particular Region, the characteristics of 
their Family, the mechanism of their structure, and the Written 
Characters adopted. The Specimen-Volume, published by the 
British and Foreign Bible-Society annually, will supply that 
amount of knowledge, but of certain Languages he must know 
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more, and command a knowledge of indigenous Literature. He 
may not be gifted with the art of writing, or contributing to 
publications, but he must be, if not a Scholar himself, a Scholarly 
man. If he is acquainted with the literary treasures of the Hindu 
Nation, his words will carry more weight in argument. There is 
no lack of wisdom and holy thoughts in those Sacred Books of the 
Hindu, and the Hindu Sects, the Jain and the Buddhist. 

Think of the crass stupid ignorance of the Keltic Savage, the 
Briton, when Julius Cesar, about the date of the Christian era, 
invaded Britain. Think of the dense fog obscuring the intellect 
of the noble Barbarians, who invaded England from Scandinavia, 
and the very scant knowledge of the Norman-French Conquerors, 
and compare the state of affairs in England then with the Colossal 
Literature of the Hindu people, and their Culture and Knowledge, 
and grandeur of their buildings; and yet the ordinary narrow- 
minded Missionary, fresh from his Chapel, or Conyenticle, or 
Church, with his Shibboleth of Predestination, or Prayers for the 
Dead, or Ritual worship, according to the brush, with which in 
his youth his Christianity has been tarred, talks contemptuously 
and insultingly of this great Nation, which by the will of the 
Creator has for so many Centuries lived without the possibility of 
being Christian, because those, who had the light, did not until 
this Century care to carry the light to millions sitting in darkness, 
and thus fulfil the Lord’s parting command. The fault is imputed 
to the Indian, which belongs properly to the European ; and even 
when he does preach the Gospel, it is so mixed up with Human, 
National, and Occidental, accretions, that all that the Hindu wants, 
‘Let us see Christ and hear His words,” is forgotten amidst the 
confusion of forms, and ceremonies, and days and weeks, and white 
surplices and black gowns, and the essence of the Message is lost or 
obscured. 

Another branch of Knowledge, to which I would invite the 
attention of the selected Missionary, is the Study of the Customs 
of the People. As it is now, it is a case of ‘‘ Damnant quod non 
intelligunt.” Such ancient Institutions as Caste, Polygamy, 
Marriage in childhood, and others, which shock the narrow- 
minded denizen of a Scotch or English market-town, are not 
without a cause for their existence, and some compensatory 
advantage; at any rate, the Hebrews, who are considered 
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the pattern of all excellence, practised all three, in addition to 
Circumcision, than which, as a test of Religion, nothing can be 
more degrading. Our special good fortune is, that in the Religion 
of Christ we have the perfection of all wisdom, suitable to every 
Time, every Clime, every degree of Human Culture, and every 
bad Custom insensibly disappears under its influence. 

A fuller Knowledge of the Ancient Religions of the World, 
as illustrated by their Sacred Books, to those, who study them 
deeply, will be the opening of a new world: it is only the grossly 
ignorant who stoop to abuse. Plato, and Gautama Buddha, 
Zoroaster and Kong-Fu-Tsee, and the Hindu Sages, were men of 
exalted intellect, to whom all subsequent ages bow with respect: 
they would have rejoiced to see the fulness of time, if they had 
been permitted, but they were forerunners in point of time of 
the great Aoyos, and, when carefully studied, many of their 
sentiments gaye evidence of Pure Holy Thought, on the Human 
side at least. 

It is of no use denying it, that systematic Intolerance, and 
merciless Persecution, were the outcomes of the Christian Religion, 
as it settled itself in the Roman Empire, with the establishment 
of Sacerdotalism. The old Greco-Roman Superstition, the Con- 
ceptions of Buddha, of Zoroaster, and the Hindu, were free from 
it; if left alone themselves, they would leave others alone. Islam 
followed the example of Roman Christianity, and even now there 
is always a danger of good, pious people, who are quite sure, that 
they are in the right, and all the rest of the world wrong, using 
the arm of the Flesh to carry out their own views. The highly 
instructed Missionary, who has followed the course of History, 
and understands the problem of the Relation of the Soul to God, 
will see the folly and wickedness of such a policy. 

Besides, the great Creator tolerated the existence of these gross 
substitutes for true Religion for Centuries. By a mere expression 
of His Will He might have destroyed the Nations, or breathed 
into their Souls a right judgment in the manner of His worship. 
But in His infinite longsuffering He waited until the appointed 
time came. Are we to be less merciful than God? Let us tarry 
the Lord’s leisure, and ponder His unfathomable Wisdom in our 
hearts. He would that all men should know Him; let us at least 
do our duty, which is quite clear; now is our appointed time. 
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Sursum corda! We have to consider the great mystery. The law 
given by Moses failed to retain the hearts of even the Hebrews, 
who never attempted to seek out the great Races lying in darkness 
since the Creation of mankind, and yet holy men of all Times and 
Climes have sought after God to the extent of their poor limited 
faculties, and found Him not. And later on if, led by the Holy 
Spirit, they dared to make a choice. (aipeovs) for themselves, they 
were called aipetdcor and put to death as ‘heretics.’ 

But in India there will be a problem, to which we have no 
parallel in past ages, and other countries. According to the 
official Census, there are between thirty and forty varieties of 
Religious Sects of the same Central Christian Religion, and we 
may expect, that as different Tribes and Castes come under the 
influence of the new Doctrines, there will be additional streaks 
of difference. While, on the one hand, one Central all-inclusive 
Body corporate is neither possible nor desirable, too great a 
multiplicity of sections is deplorable. Under the new phenomena 
of Higher and Lower Criticism there is no longer one and the 
same Bible to all the different sections; in fact, the views on the 
structure of the Bible will be an additional cause of disintegration 
of the Christian Body. If those, to whom the duty falls of con- 
veying the new Doctrines from the West, are wise, they will 
consider the expediency of dividing what they teach into Essentials 
and non-Essentials. The different sections will thus in general 
Society and Meetings be drawn together by the great Central 
Truths, which all hold, and be tolerant to each other in matters 
of ritual, forms, and terminology, in which they differ. Among 
all Protestants in India this is the practice in their Missionary 
Congresses, and there is no open war. If individual Natives, or 
clans of Natives, migrate spontaneously from one section to 
another, for the sake of Peace it must be tolerated. The Secular 
Civil Government recognizes no State-Church. 

Another subject worthy of special study by superior men is the 
‘¢Future of the Church of Christ’? in India, both while that 
country remains under British authority, and after it has passed 
into the Empire of Russia, or any other European or Asiatic 
Potentate, or after the Peninsula of India, now consolidated as one 
Nation, has been broken up in separate kingdoms, Hitherto we 
have treated India as a kind of appanage of the Protestant Churches 
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of England: if such policy is continued, the Christian Church will 
pass away with the possible disappearance of the British Empire. 
The Christian Churches of Western Asia and North Africa have 
lasted on, with their lamp still burning, under every kind of 
mundane control, the Armenian, Georgian, Syrian, Abyssinian, 
Koptic, etc. The only chance of survival is a Religious Inde- 
pendence, which must be introduced gradually: the subsidies 
from Europe must cease, and the Occidental vestments, forms of 
prayer, ritual, ete., give way to the Oriental. 

No such problem has History recorded as, that which lies before 
the Christian Church in British India, Further and Nearer, and 
Ceylon. The Religions of the Ancient World, Egyptian, Assyrian, 
quietly disappeared with the Races, which had devised them, and 
believed in them. ‘The beautiful Greco-Roman Idea could not 
live up to the advance of the Human Intellect, so it was played 
out, and there was no younger Race to pick up the great Truths 
concealed in the false surroundings, and give them new Life. 

The Buddhist Religious Conception sprang out of the decadence 
of the Brahmanical Conception, and gave out the first Idea of 
a Universal Conception, which all mankind could embrace, and 
were invited by Missionaries to do so. This was something very 
different from the Non-Arian Races of India passing gradually 
into lower castes of their Arian Brahmanical neighbours. The 
Buddhist Conception, like its predecessor the Brahmanical, knew 
nothing of the curse of Intolerance, Persecution, and the Arm of 
the Flesh. In the fulness of God’s time came the Universal 
Conception of Christianity : Universal, but in its early Centuries 
most intolerant. We have now before us in British India a 
new conjunction of circumstances: a strong Civil Government ; 
absolute Tolerance ; forward march of Education and Culture ; 
contact with other Nations ; increasing population ; spread of 
Manufactures and Commerce. So much for things of this World. 
Add to this that it has pleased the Lord, after eighteen Centuries 
of disobedience and torpor, to arouse in the hearts of the great 
Races in the Extreme West a sense of their duty, their paramount 
duty, to carry the Gospel of Christ to Oriental Nations, and has 
given them Power, physical and spiritual, to discharge that duty. 

The superior class of Missionaries, whom I desire to call into 
existence, must consider this problem, and the best methods of 
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solving it. My own generation, into whose hands the task of the 
administration, Civil and Military, of these vast populations has 
fallen, have thought out our problem, and have conceived and 
put into practice during the Nineteenth Century methods of ruling 
great Provinces kindly yet firmly, ‘‘ with the iron hand in the 
velvet glove,” and have achieved a success unparalleled in the 
annals of any previous Century. What is required of the Master 
Mind of the new Missionary is to dip into the future, and think 
out the problem of Christ’s Church during the Twentieth Century. 
If the army of Christ has been enlarged, the army of Anti-Christ 
has come into existence, and has to be dealt with. Civilization 
and Education without Christ is not a blessing, but a curse. The 
Civil Power stands aside, and rightly so, for Christ’s Kingdom is 
not of this world: it keeps the lists open, gives a fair field to all . 
comers, and shows no fayour or prejudice. 

And the Agents in this Holy War must make a Covenant with 
their Souls to abstain from proud thoughts of the superiority of 
the ordinary white man to the Indians moving in the same rank 
of life as themselves, and to abstain from abuse. It is as unjust 
to form an idea of the Religion of a great Nation from the 
sentiments expressed by the lowest classes of the Rural population, 
or the scum of the great Cities, as it would be for a Japanese to 
describe the Christianity of London from the idea formed of it in 
Whitechapel, or the East India Docks. 


Religion has to do: 


I. With the Intellect, in the way of Ideas conceived and 
expressed on secular subjects. 

II. With the Heart, in the way of sentiments of Love 
towards the Creator and his fellow-creatures, and 
emotions of Gratitude. 

III. With the Soul, in the way of thought, word, and deed, 
according to an unwritten Code called Morality. 


I have lived months and years alone amidst my non-Christian 
Indian subjects, and recognize their sterling merits, their great 
intellectual capacity, their gentle and polished manners, and sense 
of Morality. 
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And there is one qualification of all Missionaries, as,of all Public 
Servants of the State, Civil and Military, which is indispensable 
up to the age of thirty, and longer if possible: this is Celibacy. 
The present state of affairs is scandalous: the Missionary in his 
youth, with a large family of Children, who ought never to have 
been born, and a burden on the funds of the Parent Society— 
and I could say further, but forbear: it is not the unmarried 
Missionaries who have caused a scandal in certain Missions, but 
the young widowers. Let them read what the Apostle Paul 
tells them. 

We have to thank the late Archbishop of Canterbury for the 
phrase and idea of the ‘Philosophy of Missions.” It is not 
sufficient to obtain a general knowledge of the round of work in 
the Mission Field, but a real knowledge of the principles, which 
underly the great Spiritual movement, which derives its motive- 
power from the Holy Spirit. There is admitted to be a Philosophy 
in History, but the great Spiritual Movement of the Nineteenth 
Century is, indeed, a great, the greatest of Philosophies. It 
comprehends the Science of conveying an exalted form of Religion 
by the use of Language, and discusses the Methods, points out 
the stumblingblocks, shows the reason why, rebuts the objections, 
and builds up Experience and Wisdom on the foundation both of 
past successes and past failures. The ordinary Missionary has 
it not, any more than the Regimental Subaltern has the power of 
the great Strategist and Tactician, and it is no discredit to him 
not to have it, for he has other gifts; but the selected men, who 
are brought under notice in this Essay, form the Staff-Corps, as 
it may be called, and their services are required to direct the 
movement of the Twentieth Century. The Gospel-Message, as 
delivered by Christ, was intended for all Climes, all Times, all 
degrees of Human Culture, and must not be presented to an 
Oriental Community in all the unknown, misunderstood para- 
phernalia of an Occidental Church. 

Now suppose that the Light, which in the reign of the Roman 
Emperor Tiberius lightened the Gentiles in Galilee, and commenced 
a new era in the History of Mankind, had spread Eastward, as 
it might have been expected to do, among the Semitic Races of 
Arabia, Syria, Mesopotamia, Persia, and the Far East, while the 
Arian Races, Kelts, Teutons, Slavs, and Greco-Roman, had grown 
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up into their present high state of Culture under the old forms of 
Religious Conceptions, when suddenly, after the lapse of eighteen 
Centuries, it occurred to some good pious souls in India, or China, 
or Japan, to send Christian Missionaries to convert those desperate 
Heathen, who occupied Europe and North America. Well and 
good! their purpose was laudable, and, if we had been left without 
Christ, grateful we should have been to hear the Gospel-Message, 
and ready to form ourselves into Religious Communities ; but why 
should the Chinese Missionary force upon us a pigtail form of 
Christianity, or the Indian make caste and abstinence from certain 
foods an essential feature of a devout life? Why not give us the 
real thing, as described in the pages of the New Testament, 
which they would have translated into our barbarous dialects, 
and presented to our wondering eyes? Recognizing the new 
Gospel as purely spiritual, we should be glad to make it part 
and parcel of our National Civilization, Customs, and Ideas: it 
was intended for all Nations, in every Stage of Culture and 
Progress. 

The late Bishop of Japan, at a Meeting in London of the 
Society for Propagation of the Gospel, laid down distinctly that 
there were only four things which the young Church of Japan 
could share with the Church of England : 


I. The Doctrine of the Trinity. 
II. The two Sacraments. 
III. The Inspiration of the Scriptures. 
IV. Episcopacy. 


Perhaps this last may be withdrawn. I am an Episcopalian, 
and from my knowledge of Oriental Countries believe, that nothing 
of a republican form will work there, and that a chief shepherd 
is a necessity of good administration Ecclesiastic, as a Governor 
is of good administration Civil; yet I cannot place the Institution 
of Bishops, leastways Prelates, among the necessities of the 
Christian Dispensation. At any rate, the concession made by the 
late Bishop marks the era of a new departure. If Episcopacy 
be retained, they must be Native Bishops; but what will follow ? 
I am about to tread on delicate ground. 
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It is not the Church, with the longest pedigree of high-sounding 
names, and self-asserting Priests, but the Church with the purest 
record, which will produce the true wheat, fit to be scattered in 
the wide fields of the World. Churches of the far West, look to 
your own History in past ages, and your present state in the end 
of the Nineteenth Century. It is the stain of Judaism, Paganism, 
and Medizval Blindness, which still clings to the Churches of 
Europe and North America, and renders them uncongenial to 
Oriental Races. Let them keep these Customs in their own 
Churches if they like, says the Japanese, but why force them on 
us, as if they were Bible-Truths and applied to all Times and 
Climes, as part and parcel of the Christian Dispensation, which came 
to the Human Race in an Oriental garb in simplicity and purity, 
as evidenced by the pages of the New Testament. We must in 
very deed clear our ship of its superfluities before we can expect 
a welcome in the Extreme Orient. What will these awakening 
Races say of observances of Days and Weeks, peremptorily 
forbidden in Scripture, but still inculcated; names and appellations 
which mean nothing, but which are still made much of; Sabbaths 
not made for man, but man for the Sabbath; abstention from 
God’s good gifts instead of temperate use of them; bloody Banners - 
suspended in Churches as records of carnage by Christian men ; 
thanks rendered to God for wholesale annexation of the country 
of another people, and bloody victories; lust of money and 
profitable Commerce enforced at the mouth of the Cannon; and 
at the same time the doctrines of Christ preached by Missionaries, 
Love, Peace, Forgiveness of Enemies, Content with a little, ete. 
What can the Oriental Races, with the New Testament in their 
hands, think of the Christians of Europe ? 

I heard a Missionary, on his return home from the Field, give 
an account of his work to his Parent Society: nothing but 
charges of Ignorance, and abuse of the notions of the poor Races 
in a low state of Culture. I could not help thinking that such 
an actual state of Godless Ignorance, in which the great Creator 
had for His own wise purposes left these His poor barbarian 
children, was better than the state of pretentious knowledge of 
Races in a higher round of Culture. The relation of the Soul 
of man to God should be thought of with pity and respect: these 
poor people could not help being what they were. In the Sacred 
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Books of the Non-Christian World, which are now accessible to 
all, who care to read them, we meet with conceptions of God, 
His Greatness, Goodness, Holiness, Wisdom, and Power, in words 
which might be appropriated by a Christian Teacher. We find 
expressions of Faith (Bhakti), Penitence, and Hope, that might 
seem to be borrowed from Christian works. We come upon 
Teaching with regard to Life and Duty, which may be equalled, 
but not surpassed. And why? ‘Every good gift, every perfect 
gift, is from on High.” The Spirit of God moved on the face 
of the waters: He suffered their ignorance for a season, but He 
sent men like Plato, called by Augustine of Hippo the ‘‘ Apostle 
of the Gentiles,’ Gautama Buddha, Zoroaster, Kong-Fu-Tsee, 
and the Hindu Sages, and permitted their words. to escape 
destruction, and survive to our age. He did not leave Himself 
throughout the ages without a witness. 

Can the Hindu at any stage of his intellectual existence get 
rid of the two Ideas, which seem to underly his Belief in any- 
thing: ‘Maya’ and ‘Metempsychosis’? By the one all things in 
this world are a mere deception to the eye, and non-existent. 
By the other the Soul passes on after death from one body to 
another, adding to, or reducing, the sum of its Karma. Will 
not the Hindu be tempted to introduce into his view of. Christianity © 
some of the great National facts of his own History, and assimilate 
them, such as the Avatara of Human beings, incarnations of God 
sent to benefit Mankind, and the succession of Triads or Trinities 
in the Brahmanical Pantheon. As an instance of this tendency 
I have a very learned lecture on my. table written by a dear 
departed Hindu Christian friend, in which he maintains that the 
Story of Prajapati is a type of the Mediatorial Sacrifice of Christ. 
All European Christians will of course resent, and decline to 
accept, such analogies. To them Jesus Christ is the completion 
and fulfilment of the Mosaic Law. No early Christians would 
have presumed to quote the Story of Osiris in Egyptian Mythology 
as an analogue or type of Christ’s mediatorial work, though there 
is an obvious resemblance. 

Is there not a corresponding danger on the other side. It 
cannot be expected that the great Nations of Eastern Asia will 
condescend to bow to the extremely minute tribe of the Hebrews, 
who were a mere drop in the broad River of Asiatic Nations, 
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which the Western Nations have somehow or other contrived to 
make the basis of their Religion. To the Hebrew mankind 
owes nothing in the way of Art, or Science, or Culture: its only 
claim is the Old Testament, and the fact that Jesus Christ was 
born of a Hebrew Virgin. Then, again, they will admit, if they 
pretend to be Christians in more than name, the Inspiration of 
the Writers of the Old and New Testaments, the impregnable 
foundations of our Faith, but will not their belief end there ? 
They will read, that imperfectly instructed Priests of Christianity 
laid down, in the third century after Christ, certain Doctrines of 
the most important character, not without opposition of a minority, 
but with some show of force of the Arm of the Flesh on the part 
of the majority. They must feel, as all feel, that in the course of 
ages the Human Intellect grows clearer and Human Ideas grow 
wider. We have given to the Hindu Physical Science, based upon 
actual proof, with one hand, and with the other, Dogma, the 
decision of men, who believed that the Sun went round the Earth, 
which was a dead flat. The Philosophy of Ecclesiastics has from 
time immemorial been at war with the actual proofs of the Scientist. 

While, on the one hand, it is exceedingly unwise on the part 
of Europeans to introduce the forms of Western Architecture into 
the places of worship of the Indian Churches, as being too 
expensive, and unsuited to the Climate, it would be deplorable to 
see the Hindu Temple, or Mahometan Mosque, turned into a place 
of Christian worship, but inevitable. But above all things, the 
introduction of Ecclesiastical Ornaments, Pictures, and Statuary, 
are to be deprecated, as also Vestments of the Ministers. An Oxford 
Professor lately visited India, and in a Roman Catholic Chapel 
was shown a Statue of the Virgin and Child, by a Native Artist, 
the execution of which was worthy of commendation. In the 
adjoining street he found the same Statue erected to represent 
Devaki and Krishna in a Hindu Temple. Then, again, the vain 
repetition in the order of Service in some Christian Churches, 
and the Musical performances, are equalled, if not parodied, in 
the places of non-Christian Worship. In matters connected with 
Religion, good and wise men seem to lose all sense of propriety, 
and do and tolerate things in matters Ecclesiastical, which their 
common-sense would reject as impossible in the affairs of ordinary 
life. There is extreme danger in such practices in a great country 
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like India, at the period of its passing through a great change of 
opinion upon important subjects. 

The selection of portions of the Old Testament to be read in 
places of worship, and the teaching of the same in Schools, is 
a subject, which has been brought to notice by a great and 
respected Religious organ, Zhe Guardian, and the contribution 
printed is from the pen of the Head Master of a great English 
School. Now if this subject is of importance in England, how 
much more must it be in India? All, who think at all, must 
feel the difficulty, especially those, who have to give instruction 
in the Old Testament. Is it wise or prudent to ignore all that 
Physical Science, and Knowledge of History, Geography, and 
Archeology, have done for the interpretation of the Scriptures ? 
A Chinaman lately in the Bible House in London protested against 
the circulation among his countrymen of such stories as that of 
Lot and his daughters. Is not the time come to circulate among 
Natives of Oriental countries selections from the Old Testament, 
and never to read aloud in places of public worship such narratives, 
as decent people could not with propriety read aloud in their own 
family circles ? 

I have discharged my task, and placed on paper the results 
of the experience of more than half a century. Supporters of 
Missions haye been in the Nineteenth Century content with 
a surface-knowledge of the difficulties of the great Enterprise : 
they have not thought out the problem of the introduction of the 
Christian Religion among the great Nations of the East, and have 
been totally ignorant of the great Religions of the Ancient World. 
It is not so now. I address those, whose work lies before them 
in the Twentieth Century, who will have to deal with Native 
Churches of several generations, not with individuals converted 
from non-Christian Religious Conceptions. 

It has always been a delight to me to make myself acquainted 
with the mode, in which God is worshipped by His poor creatures, 
and by reading and study to find out the nature of the relation of 
the Souls of particular Tribes and Nations to their great Creator. 
I have a firm belief, that there is nothing better in itself than 
Christianity, and that in the end it must triumph, not by the 
Arm of the Flesh, but by its own superior suitabilities to the 
wants of Mankind. It is not the merits of any particular section 
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of Christianity that we are discussing, but of the great Central 
Doctrines promulgated in Palestine in the reign of the Emperor 
Tiberius, as recorded in the New Testament. I have often 
discussed the subject with valued friends of the different Churches 
of Europe and North America, whether Greek, Romish, Protestant, 
or Members of the smaller Asiatic and North African Churches; 
and have had ample opportunities of interesting conversation with 
Mahometans, Parsis, Hindus, and Buddhists. With the Chinese 
and Japanese I have not come into contact: my knowledge of — 
them depertds on books alone. But I have had the privilege also 
of intimate acquaintance with holy native converts in India and 
Africa, not always wise in things of this world, and have heard 
their opinion of the great Problem, upon which I have here 
attempted feebly to dwell. 


ROBERT N. CUST. 


Lonvon, March 15, 1900. 
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